
SUPPLEMENTRY EVIDENCE – JAMIE McGRIGOR MSP 
It gives me great pleasure that the Committee is considering my Scottish Register of 
Tartans Bill.     
 
As the Committee may have already heard from previous witnesses – my Bill marks 
the culmination of long and assiduous work by many in the tartan industry in 
Scotland and many tartan experts and enthusiasts.  
 
I strongly believe my Bill offers a valuable and workable way forwards towards a 
Scottish Register of Tartans.  
 
It will create the first every publicly held Register on a statutory basis. The key 
principles are that it will be independent, publicly accessible and sustainable and 
held permanently and in perpetuity for the Scottish nation.   
 
The Register will fall under the auspices of the National Archives of Scotland, and 
engage the ongoing support of the tartan industry and the tartan experts we have 
here in Scotland. And the Keeper of the Records of Scotland will take on the function 
as Keeper of the Register of Tartans.  
 
The Register of Tartans will be a repository of tartan – and for the first time capture 
the tartan designs held by the two main private registers in Scotland. That the 
Scottish Tartans Authority and the Scottish Tartans World Register have agreed to 
share their tartan collections with the national Register is a major and positive step 
forward, as there was a previous reluctance to do this. These collections will form the 
cornerstones of the register.  
 
I would like to put on record my thanks to the STA and the STWR for their foresight 
in working with the Register project for the common good to preserve and promote 
tartan and for the benefit of the tartan industry in Scotland. Their input will ensure the 
Register is comprehensive – and has the credibility that only the ongoing supportive 
involvement of Scotland’s tartan experts and tartan industry can lend.    
 
Creating a definitive repository of tartans in Scotland will have a number of benefits – 
including preserving an important and unique archive of tartan designs – which in my 
view forms a valuable part of Scotland’s cultural heritage.  
 
The Register will also help make access to those tartan records more accessible – 
more open - than has previously been the case. Not only will it help raise interest in 
tartan but it will also provide a focus for tartan for academic, family and genealogical 
research – and as the Committee have heard it will act as a stimulus for further 
academic research into tartan and how they have evolved.   
 
But the Register will also have indirect – but tangible and real economic benefits:  

• It will help promote and preserve tartan in Scotland and worldwide.  
• It will help the tartan industry in Scotland to capitalise on the commercial 

opportunities that will flow from the Register.  



 

• It will provide a springboard to promote the Scottish tartan industry – and 
open up marketing opportunities for the unique, authentic, high value, high 
quality products that the tartan industry in Scotland produces. 

 
I would also be clear [unlike those who choose to run down the textiles industry or 
believe Scottish manufacturing is in terminal decline] that I strongly believe the 
textiles sector in Scotland is – and needs to remain - an important part of Scotland’s 
economy.  
 
The Committee has already heard evidence that the Scottish tartan industry warmly 
welcomes that the Bill for the first time recognises tartan as a national resource. The 
Committee has also heard from evidence that the Bill will contribute enormously to 
promoting the Scottish tartan industry as the genuine, authentic and real “Made in 
Scotland” article.  
 
We should therefore use each and every means at our disposal to help it to thrive – 
including seeking to use the powers of the Scottish Parliament to preserve and 
promote one of Scotland’s most iconic products.  
 
It will come as no surprise to hear me [a free marketeer from a long line of free 
marketeers] say I am also pleased that the proposals for the Register will minimise 
cost to the taxpayer, utilise existing public sector expertise and infrastructure and – 
importantly - avoid adding to the public sector landscape by creating a new public 
body. 
 
At the same time the Bill aims to deliver maximum benefits, with minimum 
bureaucracy it aims to have maximum input from key stakeholders in the tartan 
industry.  
 
The Committee may know, I started working with key stakeholders on the proposal 
for a Register many years ago (back in 2001 to be exact).  
 
The Committee will also have heard some of the passionate and deeply held views 
on tartan – I believe you will have heard from both the “wovenist” view and the 
“modernist” view.  
 
The approach in the Bill is that the Keeper will accept registrations of tartan designs 
that are both woven (as the vast majority will be) and non-woven (of which the 
current registers receive about a handful each year). But if we are serious in the 
commercial intent to help the industry market itself, we should not discount the 
commercial and intrinsic value of the non-woven design.  
 
Our way forward will be for the Keeper to devise classification of tartans in the 
Register that gives due prominence to woven tartans. The Keeper will also apply 
quite stringent criteria to new applications for registration (including applying the 
statutory definition, a test of uniqueness of the design, seeking threadcount 
information and that an individual has a demonstrable link to any name or 
organisation claimed). This will bring a level quality assurance which will avoid any 
risk of trivialisation of tartan design and discourage frivolous or speculative 
registration of tartans in the Scottish Register.  

 



 

 
The Committee will I imagibe be starting to appreciate that tartan is a very broad 
church, encompassing many views. I veer towards the realist/pragmatist view and 
have worked to forge workable and practical proposals in the Bill from disparate and 
passionately held views.  
 
The Committee has already heard that we continue to work with the industry on an 
issue by issue basis on the detail of how the Register will work. I strongly believe this 
is the right way to go and it does not in any way detract from the strong consensus 
among the industry and tartan experts that my Bill offers a practical and workable 
way forward. 
 
And there is also consensus that this will meet a cherished, long standing and 
shared ambition to create a Scottish Register of Tartans.   
 
I think the Committee has previously referred to singing from the same hymn sheet. I 
think what we have here is a hymn book that contains both ancient and modern 
hymns – with something for everyone and both parts equally dear to parts of the 
congregation.  
 
 So, in conclusion, this Bill shows that tartan is an important part of the heritage and 
culture in Scotland, which we can be extremely proud of.   
 
I am delighted Scottish Ministers have agreed to support the Bill. 
 
Scotland’s Parliament now has this opportunity to help tartan obtain official status 
and to contribute to tartan gaining even wider recognition worldwide. The Scottish 
Parliament has the opportunity to recognise that this Register will combine the best 
of the existing private registers and help to give this Scottish icon some of the official 
status and recognition it deserves. And probably more importantly it will also create 
opportunities for the Scottish tartan industry to reach new customers. 
 
I commend the Bill to the Committee and am happy to answer any questions 
Members may have.  
 
 

 


